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 For as long as Holly said she 
could remember, she has spent her 
time in the show barn. From attending 
her first show at six-weeks-old to watch 
her sister, Haley, show to prepping her 
family’s operation for farrowing season, 
Holly explained she would not be the 
person she is today without being 
involved within agriculture.
 “I was quite literally raised 
in a barn with my friends and family,” 
Alderson said. “I have my family and 
Jesus to thank for the success I have 
had in the show ring, but I wouldn’t 
be the person I am today without 
the opportunities I have been given 
through 4-H, FFA and being involved in 
production agriculture.”
 Holly is the daughter of Vicki 
and Doug Alderson and currently resides 
in Marion, Texas. She and her family 
have owned and operated Alderson 
Farms for many years. Holly is a recent 
graduate of Marion High School and has 

plans to attend Blinn College in the fall 
to pursue her livestock judging career 
and work on her degree in agricultural 
communications.
 While in high school, Holly was 
heavily involved in FFA and 4-H. Through 
FFA, Holly served as the vice president 
of her chapter and received her Lonestar 
degree. While involved in 4-H, Holly was 
awarded the National William Danforth 
“I Dare You” Award and also served 
as her club president. Along with her 
honors, Holly was participated on several 
livestock judging teams where she was 
fortunate enough to compete at two 
national contests. She has also attended 
the Texas Farm Bureau Leadership 
conference, World Food Prize Institute, 
and participated in many FFA and 4-H 
competitions. 
 Through her hard work and 
diligence, Holly has received several 
scholarships, including the Certified 
Texas Bred Registry Foundation Gilt 

scholarship and the San Antonio 
Livestock Show & Rodeo Supreme Gilt 
scholarship. Holly is also a member of 
the Texas Junior Livestock Association, 
Team Purebred Association and the 
National Junior Swine Association.
 During her time in the show 
ring, Holly exhibited the Supreme 
Champion Gilt at San Antonio, Reserve 
Champion Team Purebred at World 
Pork Expo, and the Reserve Champion 
Yorkshire barrow at San Antonio. 
She also raised and exhibited the 
Champion White OPB barrow at the 
State Fair of Texas, Champion Chester 
gilt at Houston, and the Champion 
Chester boar at Fall Classic. Amongst 
these accomplishments, she has 
shown gilts at Texas’ Elite Showcase 
and recently won Reserve Heavy 
Weight Dark Cross at this year’s show. 
 Although Holly has had much 
success, she said reminds herself the 
importance of having integrity in all 
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that you do and to always be kind to 
others. In fact, her two favorite quotes 
are to “stay humble and kind,” as well 
as Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me.”
 “Growing up I began to realize, 
I wasn’t going to be the smartest kid in 
school or be the best livestock judger or 
showman,” Alderson said. “Even though 
I wasn’t always the best, I still worked 
hard. Through passion, hard work and 
remaining strong in my faith, some of 
my goals that I thought were impossible 
came true. I believe it is because 
someone bigger than me had a hand in 
it. When success does come your way, 
never forget to persevere and keep your 
head in the game. Let yourself feel the 
pride, but always stay humble and kind.”
 Throughout her experiences 
in raising livestock, Holly relied on her 
values during challenging times. She 

said her biggest challenge was simply 
balancing life and raising show pigs. 
 “There are many challenges 
that come with both raising and 
showing livestock,” Alderson explained. 
“Sometimes it can feel like there 
aren’t enough hours in the day to get 
everything done in the barn and with the 
sows, but thankfully we always do!”
 Because of overcoming 
these challenges, Holly found a new 
appreciation for the opportunities that 
have been presented to her. Between 
building friendships that will last a 
lifetime to learning life-long skills, Holly 
said she now truly understands the 
value of being raised within the livestock 
industry. 
 “Not only have I learned the 
responsibilities that come with raising 
animals, but I now have a wide variety 
of knowledge about our industry,” Holly 

explained. “Through 4-H, I have learned 
the best way to advocate for the livestock 
industry. Through livestock judging, I 
have learned how to remain focused 
and excel in public speaking. My swine 
projects have taught me the importance 
of hard work and that goal setting 
combined with dedication will always 
pay off. I wouldn’t be half the person I 
am today without these opportunities.”
 It is often said that you are 
who you surround yourself with. Holly 
mentioned that she has had many 
individuals that she has looked up to 
over the years such as the Langemeier 
family and Chuck Real. However, her 
biggest influence has been her father, 
Doug. 
 “My dad is the backbone to my 
success,” Holly said. “He has encouraged 
me when times were hard and pushed 
me to be the person I am today. I could 

not have accomplished all that I have 
without his guidance and support.”
 With a passion and drive 
instilled in her, Holly has big plans for 
the next few years. After her time at 
Blinn College, she hopes to transfer 
to Texas Tech University continue her 
education and hopefully compete on 
their senior livestock judging team. Holly 
plans to use her degree to continue her 
photography business and eventually 
work within marketing and design. In 
addition, Holly aspires to start her own 
swine operation and help her sister’s 
children show in the years to come. 
Overall, her main goal for her life is to 
help kids like herself learn and grow 
within the agricultural industry.

 “My biggest passion is helping 
little kids and teaching others about our 
agricultural industry,” Alderson said. 
“If I had any advice to give to younger 
generations now, it would be to never 
lose sight of why you started. It can 
be easy to feel discouraged. However, 
continue to learn new things, remind 
yourself that failure is okay, and that 
success does not happen overnight. At 
the end of the day, it’s not about raising 
and showing animals, but more of what 
you are learning along the way.”
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I can’t live without... 
Mexican food, 

Navajo pearls and 
good show pigs 

My favorite song is... 
Suds in the Bucket 

by Sara Evans 

If i could meet one per-
son it would be ...
Sadie Robertson 

I can’t ever go to a show 
without...

A snack box full of snacks  

My favorite movie is...
Soul Surfer 

The barn radio is always 
playing... 

Old country music 

If i could travel to one 
place it would be...

Greece 


