
Arewarding moment for TPPA is the 
opportunity to honor, the Producer 
of the Year  which is the highest 
annual award presented by the 
Texas Pork Producers Association 
to recognize a producer for their 

significant achievements in the swine industry and their 
contributions to the TPPA. It’s more than just producing 
high quality show pigs, it’s about leadership, drive and 
the willingness to always help out when needed; seems 
only fitting that these qualities describe this year’s 
recipient perfectly. The 2019 Producer of the Year was 
Robbie and Keith Harkey of Harkey Farms. Established 
nearly 30 years ago, Harkey Farms has been raising 
hogs as a family. In fact, everyone in the family plays an 
important part in the success and daily operations of the 
farm, and can always be seen helping others whenever it 
is needed. Robbie noted, “All of us are in this thing for 
the kids, the relationships and the friends we have built 
through this organization over the last 30 years, it’s a 
family, and we are honored and privileged to be a part 
of it.” When they aren’t in the barn Robbie can be found 
farming several acres of cotton, and Keith can be found 
doing the same.

It’s a

Affair

 While they may have been established for 
nearly 30 years, Robbie and Keith joined forces in 
2011 when Keith’s kids started showing hogs, this was 
only the beginning of the success for the two brothers. 
Located in Hale Center, Harkey Farms is home to 70 
sows of the Duroc, Spot, Poland and crossbred breeds. 
Robbie and Keith share a passion for this industry, but 
more specifically for the youth that are involved. They 
believe it is their responsibility as producers to raise 
quality stock for the youth to exhibit, and they work 
each day to do just that. This past year was definitely 
one to remember for Harkey Farms, as they had plenty 
of successes in and out of the show ring. From raising 
the Champion Duroc Barrow at Fort Worth to 
the Champion Division II Crossbred Gilt at 
Texas’ Elite Showcase and multiple county 
champions and reserves…just to name 
a few, Harkey Farms had a ton of 
success in 2019, and hope to 
continue this trend in the years 
to come.Family
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“All of us are 
in this thing for 

the kids, the 
relationships and 

the friends we have 
built through this 
organization over 
the last 30 years, 
it’s a family, and 
we are honored 

and privileged to 
be a part of it.” 

 Although their achievements are great, the 
leadership and other contributions they make to the 
industry and TPPA do not go unnoticed. Robbie is a 
current member of the board of directors and serves 
on the Certified Texas Bred Committee, and was 
instrumental in the planning and success of the Texas’ 
Elite Showcase. In addition to Robbie’s service the 
whole family was of tremendous help to make sure the 
first Texas’ Elite Showcase was one to remember. In fact, 
“similar to their hog operation”, fellow board member 
and friend Todd Beyers points out, “it was definitely a 
Harkey family affair with everyone working hard for the 
youth of Texas.”
 
 Multiple breeds can be found in the barns 
at Harkey Farms, but it all started with the red hogs. 
Robbie states, “my heart and soul is in the Durocs, but 
it wasn’t an easy thing to do. At the time we started they 
had a lot of problems, when trying to make them better I 
didn’t know how tough it was going to be to raise good 
Duroc pigs. Our breakthrough was in 2014 when we had 
a sow that is very special to us here, 12-4, better known 
as Lucy. Not a day goes by that she isn’t mentioned in a 
conversation.” Lucy laid the foundation of their Duroc 
herd, in fact, today Lucy’s genetics can be found in 
numerous Durocs at their operation, and she continues to 
prove her worth. When discussing the future of Harkey 
Farms, Keith states, “I hope to continue to progress as 
well as develop relationships and the youth that we have 
the privilege to work with. The money is not part of it, it 
is the smile on that child’s face and when you see their 
hard work pay off, that to me is worth everything that I 
do and every bit of the hardships that we go through.” 
 

 With their past success, mentality and drive, 
one would expect to continue to see them recognized 
as a top breeder of the Certified Texas Bred Registry. 
Harkey farms was a top breeder this past year, TPPA 
is very thankful for the help, input and service, it’s 
people like the Robbie and Keith that are essential for 
our association’s future. Fellow board member, friend 
and mentor, Jay Winter, comments “Robbie’s daughter 
had Champion Poland at San Antonio in ’01, and ever 
since then we have become closer and closer friends. 
He is a real student of the game of breeding, raising and 
feeding show pigs, he is one that learns fast and has a 
good hands-on decision-making process. 10 or 12 years 
ago I would go up there and help coach him on feeding 
barrows, every couple of weeks now I just have to go up 
about once a month and straighten him out, Jay says with 
a wink and a smirk. This particular year he and Keith 
had a lot of success, and I attribute that to their breeding 
program getting more and more competitive every year. 
They are a great family and great friends. Robbie and 
Keith are the kind of people that will do anything for you 
even if it doesn’t involve livestock, and the best part is I 
get to call both of them my friends.”
 
 Robbie, Keith and the rest of the crew at Harkey 
Farms have had many outstanding achievements over the 
years, but they don’t plan on stopping there. They plan 
to continue being involved with TPPA programs, while 
keeping the good of the youth at the forefront of all 
things they do. In a constantly changing industry, Harkey 
Farms will keep striving to find new and innovate ways 
to adapt to the changes. 



Personal Highlights
-Champion Duroc Barrow, Fort Worth, 2019
-Champion Middle Weight Cross Gilt, Texas’ Elite Showcase, 2019
-Class Winning Berk, Duroc & Dark Cross Barrow, HLSR 2019
-Reserve Spot Barrow, San Antonio, 2017
-Reserve Poland Barrow, HLSR, 2017
-Champion Poland Gilt, San Antonio, 2016
-Reserve Heavy Weight Duroc, San Antonio, 2016
-Reserve Supreme Champion Gilt, CTBR Stars Gilt Show, 2014
-Numerous County Champions and CTBR Class Champions

“It has been a privilege to serve on 
the board of TPPA and be a voice 

for breeders like myself. Getting to 
work alongside people I look up to 
is an honor, and the future of our 

organization is exciting.”


