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The Steglich sisters, Erin and Clara, are passionate about showpigs, but they are equally as passionate about the
agricultural industry and the people in it.
by: Kayla Jennings

W

ith tunes of George Strait filling the air,
two sisters spent hours on end in their
barn to raise the perfect pig for the big
day. Many laughs, a few sister “debates,”
countless learning experiences, and a mountain
of memories had culminated to show day. Their
outfits were picked out, and before they knew
it they stood ringside as their home-raised Spot
gilt drove across the iconic green shavings at the
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo (HLSR) to
later claim champion Spot breeding gilt in 2016.
This is among one of the many honors the
Steglich family has received over the years in the
show ring. Erin and Clara are the daughters of
Robert and Evelyn and
big sisters to James. The
Holland, Texas, natives
have been highly active in
Bell County 4-H as well as
Holland FFA. Today, Erin
is a freshman at Texas
A&M University and Clara
is wrapping up her senior
before joining her sister in
College Station.
Eleven years into
the show scene, and the
mantra of the Steglich
family upholds as hard
work, dedication, and
passion for the showpig
industry and the people in it. These girls have
worked hard to achieve success inside and outside
of the showring. In fact, they are four-time state
qualifiers for the Texas FFA livestock judging
contest, among other honors.
For them, one of the best parts has been
taking the road less traveled together. As Erin
would say, Clara is her “partner in crime” when it
comes to raising and preparing showpigs. “We’ve
always said that I am the ice cream and Clara is the
cherry on top,” Erin explained.
“We compliment each other,” Clara added.
“Over time, we have figured out what works best
for the both of us, and we just work together and
get the job done efficiently. We laugh together
in the barn, cry together in the barn and, most
importantly, work together in the barn.”

It starts here

This journey began with one Spot gilt who started it
all. Clara said Steglich Show Pigs came to life after
they bought the smallest pig from a sale in 2013.
In comparison to the others in the pen that year,
Clara said she was not sure this was a wise purchase.
“Looking back, I am really happy that I chose her,”
Clara reflected. “She is what made us decide to start
our breeding operation.”
In addition to the Spot, they had a Duroc and
two crossbreds when they officially started raising
hogs on their own. Today, they maintain a small sow
herd with a focus on Spots, Durocs, and Berkshires
who mostly farrow for spring shows. Pursuing this
role in showpig production has
instilled a whole new type of
enthusiasm for the
Steglich girls.
“The most exciting part about
raising hogs has always been
seeing how certain pigs mature
over time,” Erin reflected.
“Whether we keep the pig for
our show string or sell it to
someone else, I always love
seeing how certain body types
and styles at a young age
mature over time. Along with
that, it’s fun to see how two pigs
from the same litter mature
differently based on feeds and
management practices.” Clara added, “As a breeder,
I also like getting to look at boars and choose the one
that I think is best fit for our sows.”
Those newfound areas of interest have
extended outside the hog barn. With both sisters
earning a calf scramble certificate at HLSR through
the livestock judging contest, they have actually
began building their own herd of Simbrah cattle – a
passion Erin has plans of growing more aggressively
after college.
Beyond showing and raising their own stock,
the Steglich sisters have propelled themselves
forward in other arenas by attending the Texas Pork
Producers Association (TPPA) leadership camp,
participating in the Texas 4-H livestock ambassador
program, and experiencing success in the agriscience
fair. Those experiences have afforded them the

“We laugh together in
the barn, cry together
in the barn and, most
importantly, work
together in the barn.”
-Clara

opportunity to see first-hand what production
agriculture looks like on a large-scale and develop
leadership skills that are sure to serve them well in
their future endeavors.
“The swine industry is far broader than what
you experience in the showring,” Erin noted. “There
are so many factors that are involved in getting from
the pig to the plate that can often be forgotten. The
pork leadership camp really helped to open my eyes
to many of these factors.”
In tandem with their camp experience, they
are both highly active in the livestock ambassador
program through Texas
4-H. That involvement
has taken them across
the country and even to
Argentina to learn about
agriculture, as well as
sharpen their skills in
telling the story of the
industry to others. These
many experiences have
ignited a passion for
advocacy in both of them.
“In fact, my
interest in agricultural
policy stems directly
from the opportunity I
had my sophomore year

to visit the state capitol and meet with legislators,
staff members, and lobbyists during a livestock
ambassador trip.” Erin said.

More than a banner

While winning banners and exhibiting livestock is
special all on its own, for Erin and Clara, it is so
much more. For them, it is all about the memories
made waiting in line for the show, the impromptu
42 games with friends at the pens, and lending a
helping hand. “For years, I thought it was about
the fun and excitement that comes with being in
the zone in the show ring, but
now I realize that the best part
is being able to help younger
showman find the same fun
and excitement when they
are in their zone in the show
ring,” Erin noted.
The same rings true
for Clara, as she has not
only gained valuable skills
in time management and
responsibility, but also
numerous friends along the
way. “Most importantly, I love
when I get to help younger
individuals,” she reflected.
“Being at the county show and
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Erin Snapshot

seeing the first-time showman, that I helped mentor,
get second place is what I enjoy most. Seeing the
smile on their face is what gets me eager to help the
next showman.”
Helping the next showman is only half the
equation, though. The other half is putting their
skills to use advocating for the industry at shows
they attend. In fact, Clara has a fond memory of an
encounter that turned into more than an agriculture
lesson for one spectator.
“At the HLSR gilt show an older man walked
up to me and began asking millions of questions,”
Clara recalled. “We talked for a good 20 minutes
about how what I do through FFA and 4-H has
changed my life. This man was so happy to hear
about everything that I had to tell him, and after a
while he prayed over myself and my pig and wished
us good luck in the show. Moments like these are
what make me love what I do. Teaching others and
leaving a positive impact on individuals is what I love
most.”
With the influence of people like this, each
other and their parents, the Steglich girls have
achieved much success in their youth. They will
no doubt continue this in their respective career
paths. Erin is even following her dad’s footsteps by
attending the same university in the same college
and department.
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“I have always been daddy’s girl,” Erin
explained. “Daddy has been my role model
from the beginning of time. He is the reason
why I have the passion for agriculture and,
more specifically, agriculture education.”
Erin hit the ground running at college
as a member of the College of Agriculture
and Life Sciences council and the Memorial
Student Center Aggie Leaders of Tomorrow.
Looking forward, Erin is pursuing a double
major in agricultural leadership and
development and agricultural science with a
minor in agricultural economics. She hopes
to continue her education by obtaining
masters and doctoral degrees in a field to be
determined. Her long-term goal is to land a
job in either the Texas Capitol or Washington,
D.C. in agricultural law or policy.
All the while, Erin has been more
influential than she realized on her younger
siblings. Clara said, “She is the person that
I want to be when I grow up. Erin is the
hardest working, most dedicated person that
I know. She will set you straight when you are
wrong and cheer you on when you are right.
She is the person who has helped be to be
who I am today.”
Clara will, too, follow the family tradition to
College Station for a degree in agricultural
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science in hopes of finding her profession
in elementary education. Her love for youth
and desire to make a difference in their
lives fueled her decision to pursue this
career. Her father’s longstanding career in
education does not hurt either.
From involvement in a variety of
organizations, being selected for prestigious
organizations and honors, to receiving
many scholarships to attend school, these
girls are on the path for achievement. In all
their endeavors and times in the spotlight to
come, they are sure to remember their roots
in agriculture and specifically showpigs.
Erin spoke for them both when she
said, “There’s no doubt that being involved
in production agriculture is the reason I
have become who I am today. Growing up
in production agriculture has taught me
responsibility through having an animal’s
life relying on me, collaboration and
cooperation by having to rely on others to
help me accomplish a task, and patience
because of the time spent waiting for pigs
to gain weight and crops to mature. Along
with that, however, it has taught me how to
deal with hardships and success gracefully.

Since 2007 The Texas 4-H Livestock Ambassador program
strives to provide high school aged 4-H members the
opportunity to develop and practice advanced leadership
skills related to mentoring other youth, and to become
advocates for animal agriculture.
“the most influential and beneficial experience
to me has been the California and Argentina experiences.
Being able to see agriculture from a different perspective
than what we consider the norm in Texas was eye opening.
In California, it was crazy to see how much agriculture is
impacted by restrictive legislation. Many of the practices
that I tend to take for granted within our operations
are either non-existent or heavily restricted within
California. In Argentina, it was interesting to see how much
the societal culture in a different country can change
the way operations are managed,” said Erin steglich, past
ambassador.
Clara steglich, past ambassador, adds, “The Texas 4-H
Livestock Ambassador program is perhaps one of the best
programs that I have ever been a part of. One of the things
that I really enjoyed doing was the full day of Media Training
at the Advocacy Academy Camp (year 2). Having this training
has really helped while talking to the media as well as the
public.”
through the work and dedication of these young
people. Through every step of the young Ambassador’s
experience, they grow, learn, and appreciate their role in
being a strong voice for the livestock industry in Texas and
the United States.

