Kyndal Sligh of Lorena, TX is the daughter of Chase and
Stacy Sligh and the sister to Lillie, and as a family they have
been raising hogs for about six years, Red Barn Genetics.
While she may still be a part of the family farm she can
now be found in College Station continuing her education
at Texas A&M University majoring in Agribusiness with a
Poultry Science Minor. While in high school she was heavily
involved in her local 4-H club and FFA chapter, serving in
multiple leadership roles. Kyndal served as both a Texas 4-H
Livestock and Water Ambassador, as well as competed on
several state qualifying teams through both organizations;
in 2017 and 2018 she was a member of the State Champion
4-H Swine Quiz Bowl Team. She also had the opportunity
to serve as the 2017 McLennan County Miss United States
Agriculture. She too was very active around the community
service on the local, state and national level.
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According to the dictionary, dedication is defined

as being fully committed and dedicated to a task
or purpose, and to be driven to reach a final goal.
Dedication and drive can be used interchangeably,
and these are two words that come to mind when
describing this month’s spotlight. Whether it was
being involved in 4-H and FFA, raising and showing
hogs or helping to educate others, she has always
lived up to the definition.

Kyndal also had the privilege of being selected to attend the Showpig.com
All-Star Camp, which provides youth across the country the opportunity to
develop and grow as individuals to become the next generation of leaders
within all areas of business. She described her time on the camp as “Amazing!
The whole Wendt group was so welcoming and all of the speakers we had
were awesome. My favorite speaker was Mr. Trent Loos who spent the whole
day with us, it was so interesting to pick his brain and get his opinion. Another
highlight was Real McCoy Genetics, where we got to tour their operations and
see their boar collection process.” It is because of her passion for swine that
she could usually be found in the barn with her show pigs. An active breeder
herself, she competitively showed gilts and barrows all across the state and
nation. When asked what her favorite show was and why Kyndal immediately
responded with, “My favorite show kicks of the start of the fall season at the
State Fair of Texas Gilt Show. It was my first “major” and my taste of success
so I will always cherish the memories and friendships made at Dallas. The
family atmosphere and the nostalgia the old barn brings at the gilt show is
the cherry on top. It is always a cool experience to get to talk with
fairgoers and let them “meet” my pigs.”
Although her time in the show ring came to an end, her interest in
agriculture and her desire to stay in Texas lead her to Texas A&M
University. For Kyndal the transition to college was an easy one,
and she has been able to jump right in to other organizations because
of her leadership in high school. Her initial thought on TAMU
was, “Although massive and overwhelming at first, the faculty and
students made it feel very welcoming.” Now she has
been able to continue her involvement at Texas A&M
with the TAMU Show Pig Association. This past year she
served as the Secretary for the club and this coming year
she will be leading the club as President. Kyndal stated,
“Our main goal is to reach the local show pig community
and continue to grow our club.” In fact, the club under
Kyndal’s direction will host their first Buckles on the
Brazos jackpot show on November 9th and 10th this fall
at the Brazos County Expo Center.

Along with her school organizations, Kyndal can
also be found helping out the Texas Pork Producers
Association at multiple events. “I have learned and
grown so much being involved in BBQ Austin and
the inaugural Texas’ Elite Showcase. After seeing
how this organization spans over all levels of the
pork industry from the kids to the community, gives
me confidence to believe I am headed down the
right path with being involved in agriculture.” Not
only is Kyndal always willing to lend a helping
hand for the TPPA, but she is also a member herself
and she feels as if this is aiding in her future in this
industry. “While the general public sees tangible
evidence through the monetary awards given away
at shows, I see and feel the deeper investment this
program has made through mentoring relationships and creating
the vital network to allow young Texans like myself to take
what was once just an animal project to now being part of my
future in the pork industry.”
Through all of her experiences Kyndal has seen first-hand
both the great aspects of the industry and the difficulties it can
challenge you with. Some years ago, they endured the loss of
their whole barn to a fire, something everyone fears and risks
when implementing heat lamps into their barns. After the fire,
the Sligh family built a new red metal barn and purchased
multiple gilts to start what is now known as Red Barn Genetics.
“After we experienced the loss of the barn in the fire, I was
able to fully comprehend the family friendships we had made
through our short time showing. We have never
received so many calls, texts, and emails asking
if there was any way they could help us clean
up and rebuild. It goes to show that we all stick
together through hard times.” It was through this
tragedy that God connected Kyndal to Wes Allison,
a family friend, and a man that she would later
nickname her second dad. He proved to her that,
“good things come out of bad situations.” Today
Red Barn Genetics is home to close to 20 sows of
the Berkshire, Southwest Yorkshire and purebred
Hampshire breeds. Her favorite part of raising show
pigs is the first stages of the piglet’s life. “While I
love all facets of raising hogs, you could tend to find me in the
farrowing barn or nursery. I am probably crazy for loving to
be up late delivering new sets of piglets. The initial breeding
to nursery is what I live for.” In fact, her favorite hog is one
that she had the chance to work with from conception to the
point of sale. Mr. White Nickel, raised by Ben Rush of Rush
Pig Farm, is currently housed at Real Hog Farm in Marion.
Kyndal exclaimed, “Rush has developed one of the most unique
outcrossed white exotic boars in the state of Texas. He has
placed numerous barrows in all of the Texas majors. It has been
a privilege to be able to show and be successful with barrows
out of a boar I watched finish out all the way to being housed at
Chuck Real’s.”

Through her involvement and experience with raising some of her own, Kyndal has had the opportunity to intern
with other breeders in the state to gain more knowledge of the industry. She has been an intern for Rick Whitman
of RW Genetics in Anderson, someone she has always looked up to. Along with her internships, she also works
with the Texas Farm Bureau program as an Ag in the Classroom instructor. Ag in the Classroom is a program
geared towards grades first through sixth; they work to show them where their food is grown and how farmers and
ranchers play a role in their everyday lives. Kyndal is currently
working in the Bryan College Station area as an instructor to
bring the world of agriculture to the youth of Texas.
For many people career and life goals look very different. For
some it is a corner office and a big title and some it is being
plugged into something you are passionate about. Kyndal’s lines
up with the latter and her decisions focus on being involved
long term in the agricultural industry. Naturally, she plans to
continue to focus on continuous improvement with the elite
keeper gilts and sows of her own, and this fall plans to partner
with IN-Sanity Show Pigs in Hearne. Since she was little her dad
has always been her greatest influence and biggest supporter in
everything she does, while also instilling a love for this industry.
It is because of people like her dad, Rick, Wes and all others
along her path that she has gained a tremendous amount of
knowledge of the industry to use for her future. “I have learned that nothing comes easy and hard work pays off.
In production agriculture you have to be flexible and able to change to an ever moving target. Whether it is the
weather, market, sickness or just stubborn animals anything can happen.” She feels grateful and blessed to be

Some Proud
Accomplishments:

given all of these opportunities from God, and looks forward to being able to supplement her passion of showing by
investing in families who have the same interests she once did as a young girl. TPPA has certainly enjoyed watching
Kyndal show and raise livestock all of these years, and cannot wait to watch her continue to achieve her goals in all
of her future endeavors.

“I have learned that nothing comes easy and hard
work pays off. In production agriculture you have to be
flexible and able to change to an ever moving target.
Whether it is the weather, market, sickness or just
stubborn animals anything can happen.”

-Champion Landrace Gilt SWTC ‘19
-Middle-Weight Yorkshire San Angelo ‘18
-’16, ‘17, ‘18 Supreme Showmanship MCJLS
-Sale making calf scramble barrow Rodeo Austin ‘17
-Reserve Champion Poland China SWTC ‘17
-Class winning Berkshire Gilt State Fair of Texas
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I can’t live without… my daily dose of caffeine
My favorite song is… “Wide Open Spaces” Dixie Chicks
If I could meet one person it would be… Jesus
If I could do anything, I would be the… president of the US, “Sligh 2040!”
I would never go to a show without… my special whip, until my dad lost it
I always make sure I… do not lock my keys in my car
I hate it when… my dad overuses the spray bottle
The barn radio is always playing… old music, my dad never updates his playlists

