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Gem

Todd, Moriah, Bryleigh, Zane and Blayne Beyers, Beyers Farms, Abernathy, Texas, make a lasting influence
on the show pig industry.
by Brooke Blum

W

hen a Midwest hog boy and a Texas Hill Premium Advantage Show feeds as their swine feed
specialist. While Texas A&M may not have brought
Country sheep girl meet, it is amazing
him a national championship on the livestock
the opportunities and influence they
judging team, it did bring him a national champion
can make on the agricultural industry.
wife, Moriah.
Todd and Moriah Beyers of Beyers Farms,
She grew up in the Texas Hill Country on a
Abernathy, Texas, are true students of the game
ranch focused on the production of Southdown
who are helping to make the show pig industry
and Finewool club lambs. While in high school, she
the best it can be.
showed sheep across the state and nation, as well as
Three kids, Bryleigh (8), Zane (4) and Blayne
(1), and 30 sows later — Chesters, Berkshires and judged on a national qualifying livestock team her
junior year. Her experiences in judging, showing
crossbreds — the success of Todd and Moriah
and 4-H activities led her to Texas A&M University
speaks for itself. Growing up, both of their
where she completed her bachelor’s degree in animal
families were heavily involved in the agricultural
science. While at Texas A&M, she was a member
industry, which paved the way for them
of a National Champion Wool Judging Team and
throughout all their endeavors.
a National Champion Livestock Judging Team —
When they are able to take a vacation without
earning second high individual at Louisville. After
pigs, they can be found in the Texas Hill Country
graduation, she moved to Lubbock and completed
or Central Illinois to spend time with family. While
a master’s degree at Texas Tech University where
pigs are a huge part of their lives, they always try
she now works as an advisor in the Department of
to find time to spend time with friends and family,
Animal and Food Sciences.
attend church and small group on Wednesday
In 2009, their operation
nights and go to
began
with the purchase of a
Texas Tech Basketball
We must continue to be positive
purebred Yorkshire gilt, and
games. Todd also gets
advocates
and
maintain
a
positive
they began to develop their
the opportunity to
break away from the
image to those outside of agriculture.” crossbred program by laying
in key sows from breeders
farm to judge shows
					-Todd Beyers across the country. “In 2012,
across the country. In
we were presented with the opportunity to breed
recent years, he’s judged The Exposition, the Team
and farrow a Chester gilt with Biggs Livestock,”
Purebred Junior National, the North American
Todd shared. “In her first litter, the gilt produced the
International Livestock Exposition and the
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Todd grew up in Central Illinois, where his
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family raised commercial swine and cattle, and
was 23, and I was a Chicago Bulls and Michael
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her first litter, she produced the Champion WOPB
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After graduating high school, Todd attended Lake
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breeds for our children to show at national junior
shows,” Moriah explained. “At the 2016 CTBR
Show, a second place Berkshire gilt raised by
Dan Young caught our eye. That fall, we added
another weanling Berkshire gilt to the herd from
Wintex Farms. This gilt was a ¾ sibling to the
2016 Grand Overall Gilt at the World Pork Expo
and Team Purebred Junior National that Todd had
the opportunity to judge in Springfield, Illinois.
He felt she was one of the most unique Berkshire
females he had ever seen. These two females laid the
foundation for our Berkshire program today.”

Beyond the banners

While their success in and out of the show ring
doesn’t go unnoticed, there are many people behind
the scenes that Todd and Moriah feel have made a

great influence on their lives and helped get them to
where they are today.
“We were both fortunate to have parents and
family members that understood the importance
of livestock and livestock shows to provide youth
with strong values and a sense of accomplishment,”
Todd said.
Even so, their families aren’t the only ones who
have had big influences on their lives. Todd credits
Jon Althaus, Lyle Dorjahn, Kelton Mason, Kyle
Stephens and many others who have always been
there to share their time and knowledge. Key people
who have influenced Moriah include Dr. Shawn
Ramsey, Dr. Larry Boleman and Dr. Kevin Pond.
Because of people like these Todd and Moriah
always knew they wanted to raise their kids in an
industry which had given them so much.
“Working at a university, I see firsthand the
advantages students have in college when they
know how to work hard and have committed
time to raising or exhibiting livestock,” Moriah
said. With Todd’s current position with Premium
Advantage and Moriah working with the future of
the agriculture industry firsthand at Texas Tech,
they have many young people who look up to them.
In fact, over the years, they have “adopted” many
college students and taken them in as their own.
“Our kids love having them around and truly
view them as family,” Todd added. “We have lots
of fun memories gathered around the dinner table.
There’s no doubt these young adults are going to
leave a big impact on the swine industry and animal
agriculture in the future.”
It is evident the benefits of being involved in
such a thriving industry are endless. For Todd and
Moriah, it is about shaping youth into advocates
who can go out and make a difference in the world,
but they also see it as a program which shapes entire
families like it has theirs. “We sometimes neglect
to recognize the value this program has for adults
and entire families,” Moriah pointed out. “Last year
when Zane was sick, we saw the way this industry
rallies around each other and supports one another.
Without a doubt, many of our closest friends
and our children’s closest friends are involved in
agriculture and swine production. The people
involved in this industry are some of the fiercest
competitors but also the most loyal friends.”
The core values and goals behind this operation,
along with all the people that have influenced

their lives is what makes it a family affair but also
successful. While 2019 may have been one of the
best years yet, 2020 is sure to be something special as
well. This major show season their oldest, Bryleigh,
will enter the ring as an exhibitor for the first time at
Texas junior shows.
“With Bryleigh beginning her show career at
Texas majors this year, I must admit the immediate
future is very nerve racking for her father,” Moriah
shared with a grin. Bryleigh exhibited her first ever
hog at the World Pork Expo when she was just four
years old, and she has been hooked ever since. While
she has plenty of experience in the ring, this year
will bring a whole new perspective for both her and
her parents. “Like so many other parents, we will
experience a whole spectrum of emotions preparing
for the show and when she enters that ring for the
first time,” Todd added. Still, this acclaimed topnotch CTBR operation is always looking forward to
working with their current customers and continuing
to build relationships with young people who have a
passion for showing and raising pigs.
Texas Pork Producers Association is lucky to
be able to work with such an incredible family
constantly looking to give back to the youth of Texas.
In 2017, Moriah was awarded the Industry Service
award at the Texas Pork Industry Conference for her
support and dedication and contribution to TPPA
and the pork industry of Texas. Todd, a current
member of the TPPA Board of Directors, serves on
the CTBR committee as well as the National Chester
White Association Board. Without people like this,
TPPA would not be what it is today.

THIS SEASON’S HIGHLIGHTS
- Champion Chester Barrow | National Western
Stock Show
- Reserve Chester and Fourth Overall Gilt |
Southwest Team Purebred Show
- Champion Chester and Reserve Grand Overall
Purebred Gilt | Texas’ Elite Showcase
- Reserve champion Chester Barrow | Star of Texas
in Austin
- Fourth Overall Chester Gilt | Oklahoma Youth Expo
- Reserve Chester Gilt and Reserve Grand Overall
Gilt | World Pork Expo
- Third Overall Chester Barrow | World Pork Expo
- Champion Chester and Grand Champion Overall
Gilt | Team Purebred Junior National Show in
Springfield, Illinois
- Reserve Berkshire gilt | southwest team
purebred show
- reserve berkshire gilt | texas’ elite showcase
- champion chester barrow | wisconsin state fair
-champion chester gilt | american royal

selfish ambition

While being heavily involved in the industry
comes with a lot of work, it also comes with just
as many blessings for the Beyers. “There are many
highlights that come to mind,” Moriah shares. “The
opportunity to meet and get to know new people,
create new friendships and build the friendships we
currently have. To have the chance to impact the
people around you and the youth you come in contact
with are what we cherish most in this industry.”
Even so, a couple of specific moments stand out
since their beginning in 2009. “The most memorable
to this point was watching Bryleigh show for the
first time at World Pork Expo,” Todd said. “I have
never been so nervous and then so proud when she
finished. That one will forever stick with me.”
Then just last year, they also were honored to
help the Huffaker family accomplish their goal of
winning the Texas’ Elite Showcase in Kerrville.
“That family’s joy will forever be etched in my
brain,” Todd said.
“My all-time favorite show was the Texas Elite
Showcase gilt show in Kerrville last year,” Todd
noted. “The opportunity to be involved in planning
and implementing the event and then to see all the
positive impacts that took place were awesome to
witness. When breeders, teachers, and people with a
positive attitude come together, it’s amazing to watch
what we can put together for the youth of Texas!”
While rewards like these outweigh the challenges,
there are still trials that breeders are faced with
daily. Todd and Moriah admit African Swine Fever
is obviously one of those challenges. However,

stepping back to view the wider picture yields even
larger challenges. “Our greatest challenge or obstacle
lies within our own society and unfortunately even
within our own industry,” Todd said. “We must
continue to be positive advocates and maintain a
positive image to those outside of agriculture. Yes,
show pig or breeding stock producers are important
advocates, but youth are the most visible link to
agriculture for many. We have to be professional,
well spoken, and transparent to those outside of our
industry and unite with a voice that some of our
greatest critics can even understand. We must be
willing to answer the hard questions and put selfinterest aside for the greater good of the industry.”
There is no doubt Beyers Farms is a family affair.
In fact, when at their house to look at pigs a couple
of kids serve as greeters and bring blue boots to put
on, and after supper the whole family can be found
in the barn looking at the babies or walking pigs.
Their genuine love for the industry and people in
it are why Todd and Moriah Beyers and their three
kids will continue to be one of the top breeders in
the state and nation. They believe in developing
the youth of agriculture, so they can be leaders for
generations to come. By raising quality show pigs
for youth to exhibit, they are doing just that. Their
success is noted by all, but they do not plan on
slowing down. They will continue raising quality
stock, advocating for agriculture and raising their
three children in the industry which has shaped
them into the people they are today.

