
Work ethic is defined as a set of values centered 
on the importance and determination of working 
hard. Although Roy couldn’t read or probably 
understand the concept of work ethic at three years 
old, little did he know he had his first lesson on it. 
At this age, Roy showed his first pig at the Ft. Worth 
Open Gilt Show. Before entering the ring, Roy 
remembers asking his dad if he could tie a string 
around the tail to make sure he was driving the 
correct hog. However, Cody told him from the day he 
got his first pig, if he worked hard enough with it, he 
would have no problem knowing which one belonged 
to him. This experience laid the foundation of Roy’s 
work ethic and drive for success.  
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Roy McCleery of Poolville, TX is the son of Cody and Leslie 
McCleery, and the younger brother of Casey McCleery. The 
McCleery’s have been raising hogs for now 28 years. Over 
their time, McCleery Family Durocs have raised seedstock, 
competitive junior barrows and gilts, and have recently gotten 
into niche marketing, capitalizing on a market for high quality 
Duroc pork. Although they may be a little biased, it is proven 
that Durocs is one of the best breeds for pork quality; and the 
McCleery’s have worked with researchers performing studies 
on genomic markers, identifying meat quality attributes within 
their breeding herd to enhance the quality of product they 
are producing for the consumer. With a family as active in the 
swine industry as his, Roy has had the opportunity to learn and 
experience multiple aspects of the swine industry. 

Like the farm name implies, Roy is highly involved in McCleery Family Durocs, alongside the rest of 
his family. For Roy, he enjoys all aspects of raising hogs, but especially when he can see progression and 
improvement in their own stock. That’s why he enjoys working closely with his father during breeding 
season to make mating decisions to take their next generation to another level. He also adds, “there’s a 
great build up and excitement in farrowing season. You hope you made the right mating decisions and 
then when you look into the crate and see some of those big boned, barrel ribbed piglets, I get so excited 
to think about their potential.” Running their family operation can be difficult at times with his dad busy, 
his older brother Casey attending Tarleton State University, and Roy is active in many organizations and 
sports teams at Poolville High School, but Roy says, “Thankfully mom is here to play a huge role; she’s the 
glue that holds everything together.” 

Roy has always looked up to both of his parents, and credits them with molding him into who he is today. 
“Dad tells me all the time, if it’s meant to be, it’s up to me,” Roy says. “It reminds me that I control the 
outcome and helps me to try to give 100% with everything I do.” This is validated and proven through 
all Roy has been able to accomplish thus far. Growing up in a small community, it’s easy to become 
active but Roy has taken his involvement in opportunities to the next level by actively participating in 
many organizations and sports teams. He served terms as the President and Treasurer of the Poolville 
FFA Chapter and the District 2 Sentinel for Area V. In FFA, he competed in Creed Speaking, Radio 
Broadcasting, Livestock Judging, and has won many awards. While smooth in the showring, Roy gets 
after it while playing sports. He played baseball, basketball, and tennis, where he was Captain of both 
the baseball and basketball teams. Due to his effort and dedication, Roy was recognized with All-State 
honors in tennis and in basketball, awarded with Academic All State and the Texas Association of 
Basketball Coaches All State honors. He too finds time to be active in school with student council, and the 
community helping with area youth showmanship clinics. Like with so many athletes, that competitive 
nature is a way of life, and with Roy, it has carried over into the show ring.
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A mainstay in the final drive at Parker County with barrows and gilts, or 
in showmanship, Roy has been fortunate to have many victories at his 
county show. During his show career, Roy and his family’s success extends 
beyond the buckles and banners on the local level. While he 
cherishes those accomplishments, Roy considers the World 
Series of shows to be the San Antonio Stock Show. He explains, 
“San Antonio sticks out as the toughest show around and 
the one with the most bragging rights.” Not only did Casey 
win Breed Champion Duroc, which is a memory Roy will 
never forget, but Roy was also able to cap off his senior year 
winning the Light Weight Durocs in the same ring. This is an 
accomplishment Roy is most proud of. However, Roy describes 
another time that’s more exciting for him as both a showman and a 
breeder. “Nothing compares to the first three seconds when you step into 
the sift with the judge, knowing you can be sent to the ring or to the truck. 
It’s always great when one we have raised makes it to the scales,” says Roy. 
He is going to miss being in the ring, but the lessons learned during this 
time will stick with him long after his show career ends. 

As far as the future goes, Roy has a desire to make a positive impact on 
the swine industry, while being a jack of all trades and someone everyone 
knows. His ambition and work ethic so far is paving a path for Roy to 
achieve his goals. The next step for Roy is to begin his freshman year at 
Texas A&M University-Commerce, majoring  in Agricultural 
Communications. Dr. Randy Harp, new Director for the 
School of Agriculture and family friend of the McCleery’s, 
has been recruiting Roy to attend Texas A&M University- 
Commerce. The school has plans to redevelop their swine 
program, amongst other changes with judging teams and what 
the department offers. Roy is excited to be a part of their new 
beginnings. He says, “I think it’s awesome to join a program 
that has a lot of enthusiasm right now, and I hope I can play a 
role in taking things to a new level. I feel it’s a great place with great people 
and a lot of opportunities that will help me reach my future goals.” Roy 
envisions his future to be in the swine industry, and specifically wants to 
pursue a career in international swine sales. 
 
Recently, Roy participated in the 2017 Texas Pork Leadership Camp, 
where he was exposed to the entire pork industry, from farm to fork 
and everything in between. A standout during the weeks activities, Roy 
received a scholarship given out to campers based on achievement and 
leadership. During camp, he says he was able to solidify his aspirations 
and career goals because he was able to “gain a better understanding of 
the commercial side of the swine industry,” which was the main reason 
he wanted to attend camp. After touring both JBS Farms in Dalhart and 
Seaboard Foods in Guymon, OK, Roy realized how much larger the 
commercial side of the pork production industry is in comparison to the 
junior livestock program. In Roy’s perspective, the show side, “feels like 
a drop of water in the ocean.” TPPA enjoyed having Roy attend camp 
this year, and we cannot wait to watch him achieve his goals and make a 
lasting impact on our industry. 

“Every life matters,
 every hog has a purpose. 

It is our job to see that
they fulfill that purpose.”



Senior Year Achievements
District Defensive Player of the Year, Basketball

Academic All-District, Basketball & Baseball
State Tennis Men’s Doubles Bronze Medalist

Athlete of the Year, Poolville High School
District Most Valuable Player, Baseball

TABC All Region Team, Basketball
FFA Star Chapter Award

FFA Lonestar Degree
Homecoming King
Student Council 

Class Officer 

Get to Know Roy!
I would never go to a show without… My show whip; not just any show whip, MINE

My favorite hog was… Hot Dog, My 8th place barrow at San Antonio

One day I would really like to… raise the highest selling boar ever! 

If I wasn’t into pig farming, I would be a… Champion Calf Roper 

My least favorite part of raising pigs is… cleaning pens

I’ve always looked up to… John Huinker, Huinker Durocs 

My favorite song is… Tell it All Town -Koe Wetzel

If I could meet one person it would be… Shaq

I always make sure I… Brush my teeth


