
M a r t y  &  Z a c h

Weishuhn

Youth Spotlight



Wall, Texas is a little German town 
known for farming, livestock and 
anything agriculture. There are 
two brothers that have spent their 
youth building a reputation praised 

for work ethic, dedication and a passion for show pigs.

Marty and Zach Weishuhn are the sons of Darryl 
and Carolyn and the younger brothers of Jacob 
Weishuhn. Marty is a 17-year-old senior at Wall High 
School, while Zach is 15 years old and going into his 
sophomore year. 

This family is known and respected in this 
community for their commitment to their faith, family 
and agriculture. Jacob, Marty and Zach are backed, on 
both sides, by three generations of farmers and ranchers, 
making them the next generation to carry on the family 
tradition. “We go work with our father whenever we get 
the chance,” admitted Marty. “Whether it be plowing 
and harvesting wheat, stripping cotton or working 
sheep, we learn so many lessons and valuable life skills 
from working alongside our dad.”

In addition to raising hogs, the Weishuhn family has 
a herd of Dorper sheep and farms wheat and cotton. The 
boys have shown both sheep and cattle in the past, but 
their hearts were with the pigs, so they decided to focus 
their time on that. 

All three brothers started showing when they were 
in the third grade. This upcoming show season will 
mark Marty’s 10th year to show livestock and Zach’s 
8th. The Weishuhn brothers got their start in the show 
pig industry by coincidence, when their father bought a 
farm that was already set up for hogs. “Some land that 
our father bought to farm actually had some sow lots, a 
farrowing barn and a show barn,” remarked Zach. “At 
the start the farm was used by the FFA teachers from 
our school and that’s when we became interested in the 
breeding aspect of the swine industry.” The brothers 
took this interest and decided to run with it. In 2011 
they purchased a few gilts, making the decision to start 
raising their own hogs. Their sow herd has grown from 
the few show gilts they started with to now include 25 
Chester, Duroc, Spot, Yorkshire and Crossbred sows, in 
addition to one Chester boar. 

Once the decision was made to start their own 
operation, the boys have never looked back. Being 
producers has shown Marty and Zach about the ins and 
outs of the industry. “It has taught us more than just 
being responsible for the pigs,” acknowledged Marty. 
“We have learned how to keep accounting records, go to 
the bank to get a loan, how to keep up with the breeding 
information of the sows so we can register the litters, 
and how to market our pigs. These are skills that will 
stay with us long after our showing days are done.” 



Marty :: 17 years old
What is your favorite show and why?
Whatever stock show I am at is my favorite show.  I love the 
competition and evaluating good pigs.

What has been your favorite hog and why?
One of my favorite pigs was bought from Rory Duelm before I 
even started showing.  I named him Alley Cat.  

I always make sure I…check the water.

I can’t live without…my family and football

My favorite song is…Hippies and Cowboys

If I could meet one person it would be…Donald Trump

The barn radio is always playing…Texas Country 103.1 …unless 
Dad comes in and changes it to a conservative talk show radio 
station!

If I could do anything, I would be a…National Champion 
Livestock Judger

Zach :: 15 years old
What is your favorite show and why?
My favorite show is the San Angelo Stock Show.  I like it best 
because I get to show 2 barrows and it gives me more time to 
spend at the show and also keep my other show pigs at home 
taken care of. It’s our hometown stock show.

What has been your favorite hog and why?
My favorite pig has to be the Chester Gilt I won Reserve 
Champion with at the 2016 San Angelo CTBR Gilt Show.  I 
won the calf scramble at the San Antonio Rodeo and used my 
certificate to buy her.

I would never go to a show without…my pig!

My brother makes me mad when…when we have 
different opinions on a pig.

I’ve always looked up to…my dad

I hate it when…the teachers think we just sit around at the stock 
shows.

My favorite movie is…Lone Survivor

If I could do anything, I would be a…Texas Pork Producers 
breeder of the year.



There are many people outside of their family 
who have helped Marty and Zach get to where they 
are today, but the person that immediately comes to 
mind is David Kempen. “David is the person who has 
taught us the most about breeding and raising pigs,” 
acknowledged Marty. “He taught us everything from 
how to AI sows and farrow them out, to feeding show 
barrows and many other aspects of the swine industry.” 
In fact, David has been with the boys from day one. 
When Marty was six years old and Zach was four, they 
showed for the very first time in the Pee Wee Division 
at the Wall School Show. David was the judge that year, 
and has been a part of the boy’s lives ever since. “I’m 
not sure who adopted who but it has been rewarding for 
me to observe Jake, Marty and Zach develop and grow 
with their project program,” admitted Kempen. “They 
have developed a seasonal show pig project into a full 
blown show pig-producing sow herd. I can remember 
the first litter and all the trouble they had with the 
delivery, I think the boys slept on cots in the farrowing 
house about a week in advance. The entire family was 
involved much through the night and when things didn’t 
turn out so good, it only encouraged them to work 
harder and get it right.”

The Weishuhn family believes that teamwork 
makes the dream work. While Marty and Zach travel 
the state going to stock shows they know things on the 
home front are being taken care of, thanks to their older 
brother. “Jacob helps us a lot by being able to take care 
of the pigs while we are away at stock shows and FFA 
judging trips,” said Zach. Aside from the many people 
who have influenced and helped Marty and Zach, their 
dad is their number one fan and biggest supporter. “Our 
dad is always there to support us and give us advice,” 
elaborated Zach. “No matter what we are doing, he 
teaches us so much.”

 
Of course each brother has their favorite and least 

favorite part of raising show pigs. “I love evaluating the 
sows for their strengths and weaknesses and choosing 
a boar that I feel will best complement each of their 
traits,” said Marty. “It’s such a good learning experience 
and rewarding to see the end result and if I made a good 
selection.” Even though the entire family loves raising 
hogs, patience can be a challenge for Zach. “I don’t 
mind doing the everyday chores, but the hardest part 
is that after breeding you have to wait three months to 
see the baby pigs,” admitted Zach. “I also do not like 
waiting for the stock shows.”

Both unanimously agreed that they look forward 
to the stock shows. Zach enjoys getting to meet new 
people with the same passion as him and competing 
against them. Marty looks forward to show day because 
he gets to see that his hard work has paid off. The boys 
also love to show off their long hours working with 
their pigs by competing in showmanship. Combined 
they have 10 showmanship buckles and were honored 
to have been asked to host a showmanship clinic to 
teach new showman at a South Texas school. “Most of 
these students knew very little about how to care for 
their pigs,” explained Zach. “We put together a handout 
that covered how to feed and care for their animals.  
We demonstrated showing techniques, instructed each 
student independently and answered questions from the 
students and their parents.” “We enjoyed sharing our 
knowledge with the students and meeting new people,” 
added Marty. 

When Marty and Zach get off the farm they follow 
the other family tradition and step out onto the football 
field, playing on their high school football team. The 
boys are also involved in the youth group at the St. 
Ambrose Catholic Church and volunteer with Meals for 
the Elderly and the San Angelo Special Edition Stock 
Show. When Marty and Zach talked about their hobbies, 
hunting, fishing and hanging out with friends ranked 
under working on the farm and sports.



Activities that Marty and Zach are involved in 
now are setting them up for their future. Marty is very 
passionate about livestock judging. He has been judging 
livestock since he was in third grade and this past spring 
Marty and his teammates won the 2016 Texas FFA 
State Livestock Judging Contest and will compete in 
the National FFA contest this October. “My experience 
with judging livestock has helped me to develop an 
eye for good stock which has helped me to improve 
our sow herd,” explained Marty. Aside from livestock 
judging, Marty also takes pride in the fact that his FFA 
Swine Production Record Book won at the state level 
and qualified for the national competition. Zach also 
judges livestock alongside his brother and is proud of 
the several award-winning teams they have been a part 
of, including winning the Junior Division at the San 
Antonio Livestock Exposition and Rodeo Austin. At this 
past Texas State FFA Convention Zach was a Finalist for 
the Star Greenhand in Production. 

The Weishuhn brothers are going to take the values 
that have been instilled in them and the lessons they 
have learned and work toward their future. Marty’s 
future plans include attending either Texas A&M 
University or Texas Tech University where he will 
major in animal science and hopes to be a member 
of the livestock judging team. Zach hopes to attend 
Texas Tech and also major in Animal Science. After 
graduating college, both boys want to return home and 
work alongside their family on the farm. They also want 
to continue raising quality show pigs and marketing 
them to the youth of Texas.  “Always be humble, thankful,

keep your head up and 
keep working hard. If you do these 
things you will reach your goals.”



Reserve Champion Chester Gilt-San Angelo CTBR Gilt Show
3rd place Duroc-San Angelo Stock Show
7th place Cross-Houston Stock Show
5th place Cross-Austin Stock Show
7th place York-Austin Stock Show

2016

2014

2015

1st place Chester Gilt-San Angelo CTBR Gilt Show
2nd place Duroc-San Angelo Stock Show
6th place York-Houston Stock Show

Reserve Champion Chester Gilt-San Angelo CTBR Gilt Show
2nd place Spot-San Angelo Stock Show
7th place Duroc-San Antonio Stock Show


